TAZEWELL COUNTY VETERANS ASSISTANCE COMMISSION

Steven A. Saal, Superintendent
414 Court Street, Pekin, 1L 61554
Phone 309-477-2271

Tazewell County VAC Meeting Minutes
October 20, 2025, at 1800hrs
Tazewell EMA Building

1. Call to Order;
2. Pledge of Allegiance:
3. Roll Call:

a.

@ -0 o o0 T

Chairperson: Shannon Saal - Present

Vice-Chair: Bob Dant - Present

Superintendent: Steve Saal - Present

VSO: Jim Chism - Present

VSO: Matt Eisfelder - Present

County Liaison: Kim Joesting - Present

Attendees: Adam Sterling from AMVETS Post 169; Gil Gravitt
from American Legion Post 382; Joe Weghorst from American
Legion Post 382; Roger Williams from American Legion Post
1236; Lee Kerr (Guest); Rick Otey (Guest); Michael Ragan from
American Legion Post 100; Charlie Gilliams from VFW Post

4835.

4. Approval of Past Minutes: Dispense of minutes, motion to accept by
Bob Dant, 2" by Adam Sterling. Motion passed via voice vote.
o. Superintendent’s Report: (Steve Saal), motion approved by Adam

Sterling, 2" by Charlie Gilliams via voice vote.
6. Pantry Report: (Steve Saal), 87 Veterans and 175 Dependents.



. VSO Report: Jim and Matt assisted many veterans, bringing a total of
$115,548 in VA reward benefits for the month of September.

. Office Visits/Phone Calls: 125 visitors and 339 phone calls in
September. |

. Old Business: A big thank you to Jim Chism and Amanda Gillinger for

representing Tazewell Co. VAC at the Goodwill Stand Down event on

Saturday, October 18_“‘. They said it was well attended.

New Business: Supt. Saal reported a Public Dedication of WWI
Camp Herring with a Historical Plague will take place on Thursday,
October 23 at noon at East Peoria City Hall. Supt. Saal will be
attending and will represent The VAC of Tazewell County.

Public Comments: Bob Dant spoke about the great program
presented by Preston-Hanley Funeral Home in Pekin. A seminar was
held at the VFW Post 1232 in Pekin about pre-cost burials. Michael
Ragan reported that a Suicidal Vets Fundraiser is held on the 22™ of
each month at noon at the East Peoria Boat Club. Supt. Saal
welcomes veterans from the Tremont area. They meet every
Thursday at Tremont Grade and Jr. High School and help students
off the bus. At 8:00 a.m., they meet for breakfast at Jack’s in
Tremont. Motion to move into executive session at 7:18 p.m.
Motioned by Bob Dant, 2" by Adam Sterling. Moved out of executive
session at 7:29 p.m.

Adjournment: Motioned by Charlie Gilliams, 2" by Adam
Sterling. Motion passed.
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STEVEN A. SAAL

SUPERINTENDENT
Tazewell County VAC
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